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tice concerns 

 The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency is announc-
ing the selection of 
151 communities to 
receive 154 grant 
awards totaling $66.5 
million in Brownfields 
funding through its 
Multipurpose, As-

sessment and Clean-
up (MAC) Grants. 
This includes $3 mil-
lion for communities 
in Pennsylvania. 

  

This funding will sup-
port underserved and 
economically disad-
vantaged communi-
ties across the coun-
try in assessing and 
cleaning up contami-
nated and aban-
doned industrial and 

commercial proper-
ties. Approximately 
50 percent of select-
ed recipients will be 
receiving EPA 
Brownfields Grant 
funding for the first 
time and more than 
85 percent are in 
small communities. 

 “Through our Brown-
fields Program, EPA 
is delivering on the  
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NFWF’s Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund Awards $9.6 Million 

in Grants to Benefit the Bay Watershed 
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Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
announced $9.6 mil-
lion in grants to sup-
port the restoration 
and conservation of 
the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed. The 
11 grants will lever-
age more than $28 
million in matching 
contributions to gen-
erate a total conser-

 Grants awarded will 
support clean water, 
sustainable agricul-
ture and stormwater 

infrastructure 

across the Chesa-
peake Bay water-

shed  

 The National Fish 
and Wildlife Founda-
tion (NFWF) and the 

vation impact of 
nearly $38 million. 

The grants were 
awarded through the 
Innovative Nutrient 
and Sediment Re-
duction Grant Pro-
gram (INSR Pro-
gram), a core pro-
gram under  
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Biden Administration’s commitment to lifting up and protecting overburdened communities 
across America, especially communities that have experienced long periods of disinvestment 
and decay,” said EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan. “These assessment and cleanup 
grants will not only support economic growth and job creation, but they will also empower 
communities to address the environmental, public health, and social issues associated with 
contaminated land.”  

These MAC grants include: 

  

· $8.8 million for 11 Multipurpose Grants, which will provide funding to conduct a range 
of eligible assessment and cleanup activities at one or more brownfield sites in a tar-
get area.  

  

· $42.2 million for 107 Assessment Grants, which will provide funding for brownfield in-
ventories, planning, environmental assessments, and community outreach.  

  

· $15.5 million for 36 Cleanup Grants, which will provide funding to carry out cleanup 
activities at brownfield sites owned by the recipient.  

  

The MAC grant recipients in Pennsylvania are: 

  

JASTECH Development Services, Inc., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Cleanup Grant $423,088 

EPA has selected JASTECH Development Services, Inc., for a Brownfields Cleanup Grant. 
Grant funds will be used to clean up two brownfield sites in West Philadelphia located at 
6122 and 6150 Lancaster Avenue. Historically, 6122 Lancaster operated as a filling station, 
motorcycle repair facility, and auto repair shop and storage facility. 6150 Lancaster was for-
merly a building supply and construction materials company. The 6122 Lancaster site is con-
taminated with semi-volatile organic compounds and 6150 Lancaster is contaminated with 
heavy metals and hydrocarbon-related materials. Grant funds also will be used for reuse 
planning and community engagement activities. The sites are located in an environmental 
justice community. 

 

                                                      (continued on page 3) 
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Butler County, Pennsylvania 

Assessment Grant $600,000 

EPA has selected Butler County for a Brownfields Assessment Coalition Grant. Community-

wide grant funds will be used to complete the county’s site inventory, conduct 12 Phase I and 
15 Phase II environmental site assessments, and prepare four cleanup plans and two reuse 
plans. Grant funds also will be used to host up to 36 Steering Committee meetings and 24 pub-
lic meetings. Assessment activities will focus on 14 sites throughout distressed regions of But-
ler County. Coalition partners are the Housing and Redevelopment Authority of the County of 
Butler, Butler Economic Development Corporation, and the City of Butler.  

McKeesport, Pennsylvania 

Cleanup Grant $500,000 

EPA has selected the City of McKeesport for a Brownfields Cleanup Grant. Grant funds will be 
used to clean up the Former Penn-McKee Hotel located at 122 Fifth Avenue. The now-vacant 
property operated as a hotel from the 1920s until the early 1990s. Its restaurant and ballroom 
were the centers of social life in McKeesport. It is contaminated with inorganic materials. 

North Side Industrial Development Company, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Assessment Grant $600,000 

EPA has selected the North Side Industrial Development Company for a Brownfields Assess-
ment Coalition Grant. Coalition grant funds will be used to complete a site inventory and select 
sites for assessment, conduct 14 Phase I and 14 Phase II environmental site assessments, 
and complete four cleanup plans. Grant funds also will be used for community engagement, 
including 12 coalition meetings and 12 public meetings. Coalition partners are the Urban Rede-
velopment Authority of Pittsburgh and the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County. 

  

SEDA-Council of Governments, Shamokin, Pennsylvania 

Assessment Grant 

$300,000 

EPA has selected the SEDA-Council of Governments for a Brownfields Assessment Grant. 
Community-wide grant funds will be used to conduct six Phase I and three Phase II environ-
mental site assessments. Grant funds also will be used for cleanup and reuse planning activi-
ties and to conduct community outreach activities, including the facilitation of 12 community 
meetings. The target area for this grant is the City of Shamokin, a former railroad, mining, and 
mill town. Assessment activities will focus on five priority brownfield sites located in flood zones 
or historic areas. 

                                                        (continued on page 4) 
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Somerset County Economic Development Council, PA 

Assessment Grant $600,000 

EPA has selected the Somerset County Economic Development Council for a Brownfields As-
sessment Coalition Grant. Coalition grant funds will be used to conduct 15 Phase I and 11 
Phase II environmental site assessments, as well as complete four cleanup plans and prepare 
reuse plans for three areas. Grant funds also will be used to host 12 coalition meetings and 24 
public meetings. Assessment activities will focus on 16 priority sites throughout Somerset 
County, with a focus on Somerset Borough. Coalition partners are Somerset Borough, Somer-
set, Inc., and the Redevelopment Authority of Somerset County.  

The list of all the fiscal year 2021 applicants selected for funding is available here: 
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/applicants-selected-fy-2021-brownfields-multipurpose-

assessment-and-cleanup-grants.  

EPA anticipates that it will award the grants once all legal and administrative requirements are 
satisfied by the selected recipients.  

Since its inception in 1995, EPA's Brownfields Program has provided nearly $1.76 billion in 
grants to assess and clean up contaminated properties and return them to productive reuse. 
This has led to significant benefits for communities across the country. For example, 

· To date, communities participating in the Brownfields Program have been able to attract 
more than $34.4 billion in cleanup and redevelopment funding after receiving Brownfields 
funds. This has led to over 175,500 jobs in cleanup, construction, and redevelopment.  

                                                                   · Based on grant recipient reporting, recipi-
ents leveraged on average $20.13 for each EPA Brownfields dollar and 10.3 jobs per 
$100,000 of EPA Brownfield Grant funds expended on assessment, cleanup, and 
revolving loan fund cooperative agreements.   

· In addition, an academic peer-reviewed study has found that residential properties near 
brownfield sites increased in value by 5% to 15.2% because of cleanup activities.   

· Finally, analyzing data near 48 brownfields, EPA found an estimated $29 million to $97 
million in additional tax revenue for local governments in a single year after clean-
up—2 to 7 times more than the $12.4 million EPA contributed to the cleanup of those 
brownfield sites.  

For more on the Brownfields Grants: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-
funding  

For more on EPA’s Brownfields Program: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields 

  

 

Source: U.S. EPA 
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NFWF’s Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund (CBSF). CBSF is a partnership between NFWF 
and the EPA to provide grant funding, technical assistance, and networking and information 
sharing in support of local, on-the-ground conservation and restoration efforts to restore the 
bay and its tributary rivers and streams. 

Additional support for CBSF is provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s  

Natural Resources Conservation Service and U.S. Forest Service, the Department of the Interi-
or’s U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Altria Group.  

The 11 grants announced today will support innovative approaches to reduce pollution to local 
rivers and streams, restore habitats, and improve rural and urban communities in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia. These projects will further emphasize partnerships 
and collaborative approaches as central to effective local and regional ecosystem restoration 
efforts. The funds will help partners engage farmers and agricultural producers, homeowners, 
churches, businesses and municipalities to improve the quality of life in their communities, local 
water quality and, ultimately, the health of the Chesapeake Bay. 

“EPA is pleased to invest in partnerships and projects that improve the quality of local waters 
and habitat and help restore the Chesapeake Bay,” said EPA Mid-Atlantic Acting Regional 
Administrator Diana Esher.  “It is a priority for EPA to support local actions that move us clos-
er to our restoration goals. We appreciate the forward-thinking ideas reflected in these pro-
jects.” 

“The grants announced today will accelerate the efforts of dozens of partners working together 
to implement on-the-ground improvements that benefit the Chesapeake Bay, its remarkable 
wildlife, and local communities across the bay’s 64,000-square-mile watershed,” said Jeff Tran-
dahl, executive director and CEO of NFWF “These grants demonstrate the essential role of 
partnerships and collaboration in providing resources for local restoration efforts that are critical 
to the future health of the Bay.” 

Examples of this year’s INSR grant recipients include: 

· Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources ($1 million) will 
accelerate the pace of riparian forest buffer, urban forest planting, and conservation 
landscaping implementation through partner-funded outreach, large contract plantings, 
investments in professional development, and creation of experiential learning labs. 

· Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority ($848,440) will implement green infrastructure 
demonstration projects, form a stormwater steering committee, assess to municipal 
codes and policies to remove implementation barriers, and provide education and train-
ing to local partners for design and construction of stormwater infrastructure improve-
ments. 

 

                                                   (continued on page 6) 
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· Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake ($882,750) will grow and diversify its en-
gagement of congregations and faith-based institutions across central Maryland and the 
lower Eastern Shore in implementing locally led stormwater management and conserva-
tion landscaping projects. 

A complete list of the 2021 Chesapeake Bay Innovative Nutrient and Sediment Reduction grants 
recipients is available here. 

Since 2006, the INSR Program has provided more than $115 million to 210 projects that reduce 
the amount of nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  

For more information about the Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund or to download the 2021 
Chesapeake Bay Innovative Nutrient and Sediment Reduction Grant Slate, vis-
it www.nfwf.org/chesapeake. 

About the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) works with the public and private sectors to 
sustain, restore and enhance the nation’s fish, wildlife, plants and habitats for current and future 
generations. Chartered by Congress in 1984, NFWF has grown to become the nation’s largest 
private conservation grant-maker, funding more than 19,700 projects and generating a total con-
servation impact of $6.8 billion. Learn more at www.nfwf.org 

 

 

About the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Grants 

Every year, EPA awards more than $4 billion in funding for grants and other assistance agree-
ments. From small non-profit organizations to large state governments, EPA works to help many 
visionary organizations achieve their environmental goals. With countless success stories over 
the years, EPA grants remain a chief tool to protect human health and the environment. 

Source: The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency  

 

Source:The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
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As a result of Governor Tom Wolf’s executive order to address Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroal-
kyl Substances (PFAS) in drinking water, the Wolf Administration today released the complete 
and final list of results of samples collected from public water systems. The results do not indi-
cate widespread PFAS contamination. 

 

In September 2018, the governor signed an executive order establishing the PFAS Action 
Team, moving Pennsylvania to the forefront of states taking proactive steps to address PFAS 
and other contaminants. 

 

“Sampling allows us to gain a better understanding of the prevalence of PFAS within the com-
monwealth,” said Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Secretary Pat-
rick McDonnell. “These results will help us determine how to further address this emerging en-
vironmental issue, including developing an appropriate metric to remediate and protect our 
public water systems.” 

 

The statewide sampling plan began in June 2019. Samples collected by DEP were analyzed by 
an accredited laboratory for six PFAS chemicals: Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS), Perfluo-
rooctanoic acid (PFOA), Perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA), Perfluorohexane sulfonate (PFHxS), 
Perfluoroheptanoic acid (PFHpA), and Perfluorobutane sulfonate (PFBS).  Sampling was tem-
porarily suspended from March 2020 to July 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and result-
ing business closures and travel restrictions established under the Governor’s Emergency Dec-
laration. Sampling resumed in August 2020 under an approved health and safety plan.  Sample 
collection activities were completed by the end of March 2021. 

 

For the sampling conducted beginning in 2020, the analysis method used was changed from 
EPA Method 537 (detects only 6 PFAS) to EPA Method 537.1 because this method can detect 
18 PFAS. This change was made in order to generate additional occurrence data, so samples 
were recollected from all of the facilities that were sampled in 2019. 

 

DEP identified 493 public water system sources as potential sampling sites because they meet 
the criterion of being located within a half mile of a potential source of PFAS contamination, 
such as military bases, fire training sites, landfills, and manufacturing facilities. Of those, DEP 
tested 372 targeted sites and 40 sites that were not located within a half mile of a potential 
source of PFAS contamination to establish a baseline. 

                                                         (continued on page 8) 
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Of the PFAS chemicals sampled, PFOS and PFOA were most common, being detected at 103 
and 112 sites, respectively.  

 

Of the sites with detections, only eight PFAS were detected. The eight PFAS that were detected 
are: PFOS, PFOA PFNA, PFHxS, PFHpA, PFBS, Perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA), and Per-
fluoroundecanoic acid (PFUnA). Of the 412 total samples, two of the results were above the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Health Advisory Level (HAL) of 70 parts per trillion 
(ppt) for the combined concentrations of PFOS and PFOA: State of the Art, Inc. in Centre Coun-
ty, and Saegertown Borough in Crawford County.  Results were non-detect for the other 10 
PFAS that were tested. 

 

Led by the Action Team, the administration has taken steps to identify and address contamina-
tion and establish a cleanup plan that will address PFAS contamination in Pennsylvania includ-
ing: 

 

 Beginning the process of setting a Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for PFAS after 
the EPA did not commit to doing so in February 2019. This will mark the first time that DEP has 
set an MCL rather than adopting standards set by the federal government, as it has with all oth-
er regulated drinking water contaminants. 

 Developing a cleanup standard for PFAS soil contamination. 

 Hiring a toxicologist at the Pennsylvania Department of Health and securing additional 
toxicology services through a contract to move forward with setting a state limit for PFAS in 
drinking water. 

 Taking steps to address remediation of the chemicals by working to change groundwater 
and soil remediation standards for three PFAS compounds. 

 Taking steps to assist communities and private well owners if PFAS contamination is 
above the EPA HAL of 70 ppt. 

 Developing uniform, science-based operating procedures to guide the identification and 
assessment of commercial and industrial properties that have contaminated private and/or pub-
lic drinking water sources. 

 

                                                          (continued on page 9) 
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 Approving more than $20 million in grants to address PFAS groundwater contamination. 

 Testing all water supplies to Pennsylvania Army National Guard facilities and state-

owned homes for veterans for PFAS. While all sample results returned with non-detectable lev-
els of PFAS, the water wells will continue to be monitored. 

 Taking steps at the Horsham Air Guard Station to ensure adequate treatment of affected 
public drinking water supplies to the nearby Horsham Township in Montgomery County and 
Warminster and Warrington townships in Bucks County. 

 

Full results and additional information about PFAS can be found at www.dep.pa.gov/pfas. 

Source: PA DEP 



The Conservation Fund Announces Addition Of 254 Acres To First State National Historic 
Park In Brandywine Watershed Delaware County 

PAGE 10 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 23 ISSUE 6 

The Conservation Fund recently announced the addition of the 254-acre Beaver Valley prop-
erty along Brandywine Creek to First State National Historical Park’s Brandywine Valley Unit 
in a portion of Delaware County 

With private fundraising support from Mt. Cuba Center and others, The Conservation Fund 
was able to donate this land to the National Park Service (NPS) at no cost to the federal gov-
ernment. 

In 2015, The Conservation Fund and other partners helped establish First State National His-
torical Park—the first national park for America’s first state. 

For the past four years, the beloved Beaver Valley tract, located adjacent to the 1,100-acre 
Brandywine Valley unit of the park, has been accessible to the public under The Conservation 
Fund’s ownership. 

Now the land is officially owned by the NPS and will remain protected and publicly accessible 
for hikers, bikers, horseback riders and runners throughout the region in perpetuity. 

“We are thrilled to accept this land donation from The Conservation Fund,” said Cinda 
Waldbuesser, superintendent of First State National Historical Park. “The addition of this land 
to the park’s Brandywine Valley Unit adds many new miles of trail and bucolic landscapes for 
park visitors to enjoy.” 

Prior to The Conservation Fund’s purchase, Beaver Valley was threatened by the develop-
ment of 150 homes. 

A successful fundraising effort led by Mt. Cuba Center as well as the Beaver Valley Conserv-
ancy, Brandywine Conservancy, and Save the Valley, allowed The Conservation Fund to se-
cure the site in 2017. 

During its ownership, the Fund worked with the National Park Foundation and private funders 
to renovate the buildings on the property and held the land until the NPS could formally ac-
cept the donation. 

“People in the community have been enjoying the beauty of the Beaver Valley property for 
years, so it may come as a surprise that it wasn’t actually a part of the park until now,” said 
Blaine Phillips, Senior Vice President and Mid-Atlantic Regional Director at The Conservation 
Fund. “After securing the Brandywine Valley portion of First State several years ago, this addi-
tion has really been icing on the cake. We’re thrilled to have helped donate Beaver Valley to 
the national park so the local community and visiting tourists can continue to enjoy it for gen-
erations to come.” 

 

 

                                                             (continued on page 11) 
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“The environmental and historical significance of the Beaver Valley property make it a unique 
cultural resource that was on the verge of being lost forever,” said Mt. Cuba Center President, 
Ann C. Rose. “Integrating the Beaver Valley property into the First State National Historical 
Park realizes the original vision that inspired Mt. Cuba’s support for both of these important 
projects. Protecting large, contiguous natural areas conserves critical wildlife habitats, provides 
corridors that assist migratory species, improves water quality, and enhances ecological resili-
ence to environmental stresses that are amplified by climate change.” 

First State National Historical Park sits along the Delaware/Pennsylvania border in the Bran-
dywine Valley—a place that represents the traditional homeland of the Lenni Lenape People 
and early American colonial history. 

“The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware commends The Conservation Fund, Mt. Cuba Center 
and all their patrons for an outstanding job in preserving the Beaver Valley tract,” said Dennis 
‘White Otter’ Coker, Principal Chief, Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware. “Partnering with the 
First State National Historical Park to include this precious piece of Lenapehoking provides ad-
ditional protections and accessibility for ‘All Our Relations’ to enjoy. Our Ancestors are singing 
and dancing in celebration of this achievement.” 

The park also encompasses a bucolic landscape captured by Andrew Wyeth and a long tradi-
tion of artists and is rich in biodiversity. 

The Beaver Valley property itself supports upland forest, open meadows, and wetlands, as 
well as a wide variety of wildlife species including several that are endangered or species of 
concern. 

“Adding this acreage to the national park not only provides more trails and outdoor recreation 
opportunities but finalizes the protection of a critical piece of the historic Brandywine Valley. As 
a new group that supports the park, we are honored to be part of this moment and to play a 
role in helping shape the future of First State National Historical Park,” said Richard Jones, 
Treasurer of Friends of First State. 

Support from the National Park Foundation was essential for the stewardship and mainte-
nance of Beaver Valley during The Conservation Fund’s ownership. 

“Beaver Valley is a park landscape rich in opportunities for visitors to experience nature and 
explore history. From Native American culture, to Quaker farms, and miles of hiking and biking 
trails that connect people to the outdoors and our shared heritage,” said Will Shafroth, presi-
dent and CEO of the National Park Foundation. “The National Park Foundation is dedicated to 
helping the National Park Service better accomplish its mission and is honored to support park 
partners in this collective effort to preserve and share the wonder of Beaver Valley, in perpetui-
ty, within First State National Historical Park.” 

 

                                                         (continued on page 12) 
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Both the Pennsylvania and Delaware Congressional delegations played an integral role in es-
tablishing First State National Historical Park and supporting the Beaver Valley addition. 

“The First State National Historical Park is an emblem of the Commonwealth’s natural splendor 
and biodiversity. The addition of this land to the park continues to build upon the natural re-
sources of the Brandywine Valley in Southeastern Pennsylvania, a location with deep historical 
roots which reflects the unique history of America’s inception,” said U.S. Senator Bob Casey 
(PA). 

“Adding Beaver Valley to the First State National Historical Park will help to protect more of 
Pennsylvania’s natural beauty,” said U.S. Senator Pat Toomey (PA). “The Conservation Fund’s 
efforts, in coordination with private partners, to preserve this land means the National Park Ser-
vice will assume stewardship, helping it to be enjoyed by local residents and visitors for genera-
tions to come.” 

“Our region has the exciting privilege to celebrate the addition of a beloved property to First 
State National Historical Park,” said Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon (PA-05). “Beaver Val-
ley is a gem in our region, and I am thrilled that as part of a National Park Service site it will now 
remain protected and publicly accessible in perpetuity. The Conservation Fund, Mt. Cuba Cen-
ter, and others who helped fundraise to keep this local treasure safe from development should 
be commended – it is because of their forward thinking and swift action that we are celebrating 
this addition to First State National Historical Park today.” 

“The Brandywine River Valley, which flows through Delaware and Pennsylvania, is where 
America’s early commercial and agriculture foundation began, and for thousands of years prior, 
had been an important home to the Lenape. I am grateful to the National Park Service, The 
Conservation Fund, Mt. Cuba Center, Woodlawn Trustees, and many others who came togeth-
er to preserve this significant land for generations past, present, and future,” said U.S. Senator 
Chris Coons (DE). 

“First State National Historical Park has been a true blessing to the State of Delaware and the 
entire region. We’ve been so fortunate to celebrate the natural beauty and splendor of the First 
State through the park, and the addition of Beaver Valley will only add to its rich history and sig-
nificance,” said Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester (DE-00). “I want to thank The Conserva-
tion Fund, Mt. Cuba Center, and all the incredible partners who came together to make the ex-
pansion of the First State National Historical Park a reality.” 

Located three miles north of Wilmington along the Brandywine River, First State National His-
torical Park has served as a wildlife preserve, urban park and recreation destination for the 
more than five million people who live within 25 miles. 

It provides a natural haven for many who may not have access to other nationally recognized 
parks in their area. 

                                                          (continued on page 13) 
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The Brandywine Unit of First State National Historical Park is one of six historic sites across 
both Delaware and Pennsylvania that tell the story of early settlement, and Delaware’s im-
portant role as the first state to ratify the Constitution. 

In 2013, President Obama designated the First State National Monument in Delaware, and af-
ter continuous conservation efforts and private fundraising, the monument was designated a 
National Historical Park in 2015. 

For more information on the park, visit the First State National Historical Park webpage. 

(Reprinted from the WeConservePa website.) 
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WVA Manufacturing LLC will pay a $182,350 penalty to settle alleged Clean Air Act violations 
at its primary-metals manufacturing facility in Alloy, West Virginia, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency announced today. 

The alleged violations are related to fugitive particulate matter emissions from several of the 
facility’s furnaces and other production activities. Scientific studies have shown these types of 
excess emissions can contribute to decreased lung function and increased respiratory symp-
toms, such as irritation of the airways, coughing or difficulty breathing. 

The area surrounding the facility is considered to be in an area of potential environmental jus-
tice concern, and corrective actions in this settlement will help reduce negative health im-
pacts in this area.  

As part of the settlement, the company has certified that it is now in compliance with applica-
ble Clean Air Act requirements. 

For more information on Clean Air Act, visit: https://www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview. 

For more information on environmental justice, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice. 

 Source: U.S. EPA 
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As Spotted Lanternflies hatch across much of the state, PA Department of Agriculture crews 
have begun to spray an insecticide that kills the insects on contact along railways, interstates 
and other transportation rights-of-way. Contact spraying is a new element of strategic efforts to 
slow the spread of the invasive pest, which moves primarily by hitching a ride on vehicles trav-
eling out of infested areas. 
 

The insecticide has been thoroughly researched and found to be safe for use in the areas being 
treated. However, Pennsylvanians on the hyper-sensitivity registry will be notified prior to spray-
ing in their areas. 
 

“Spotted Lanternflies threaten our quality of life outdoors and destroy valuable products that 
feed our economy,” Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding said. “We are working diligently and 
strategically to control this pest in ways that are safe for the people, pollinators, plants and ani-
mals that share the environment it threatens.” 
 

Spraying reaches peak effectiveness when between 75 and 100% of insects are hatched. 
Spraying has begun in southeast and southcentral PA, where the insect’s hatch is farther along 
and will be scheduled elsewhere as hatching progresses in areas of the state with known insect 
populations. The invasive pest will be active and will reproduce and spread until fall frosts. 
 

Contact pesticides containing the active ingredient bifenthrin are being applied using backpack 
sprayers and truck-mounted spray equipment. These products are approved by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and are applied by highly trained, licensed department personnel 
and contractors strictly following all product label requirements. 
 

Product use will be limited by several factors, including weather, location and the safety of sur-
rounding natural ecosystems. Bifenthrin is known to be toxic to fish, so no spray will be applied 
near water. Applicators will also avoid spraying flowering plants to protect pollinators. 
 

Research teams and applicator crews are conducting regular environmental sampling through-
out the treatment process to monitor impacts on water, soil and sensitive populations to limit 
any unintended consequences. 
 

Pesticides containing bifenthrin are also available in several brand-name products for purchase 
by homeowners.  Learn more about controlling Spotted Lanternfly on your property on the Penn 
State Extension website. 
 

There are 34 Pennsylvania counties quarantined to control the spread of the invasive insect. 
Recently quarantined counties have isolated insect populations, rather than widespread infesta-
tions. 

                                                          (continued on page 16) 
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Quick, aggressive treatment of newly identified lanternfly populations has been funded 
through the Rapid Response Disaster Readiness line of Governor Wolf’s Pennsylvania Farm 
Bill for the past two years. The 2021-22 PA Farm Bill proposes another $3 million to combat 
Spotted Lanternfly and other invasive species. 
 

Since 2015, the department has received more than $34 million to combat Spotted Lanternfly 
in Pennsylvania, including $20 million in federal funds and another $14 million in state invest-
ment. The department also awarded more than $260,000 in January for four priority research 
projects. 
 

For more information on Spotted Lanternfly, visit agriculture.pa.gov/spottedlanternfly. For 
more about Governor Tom Wolf’s PA Farm Bill and its investments in a sustainable agricul-
ture industry visit agriculture.pa.gov/pafarmbill. 

Source: PA Department of Agriculture 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced  that it has ap-
proved the application by Keystone Sanitary Landfill, Inc. (KSL) to expand its facility in the bor-
oughs of Dunmore and Throop in Lackawanna County. This major modification of their existing 
permit allows Keystone to expand on 435 acres within the existing permitted area of the landfill 
and increase its disposal capacity by 145 million cubic yards. The current permit will be up for 
renewal in 2025. 

 

“This application has generated a large amount of public interest, and we appreciate the involve-
ment of those who feel this decision will impact them. We received more than a thousand public 
comments,” said Mike Bedrin, director of DEP’s Northeast Regional Office in Wilkes-Barre. 
“DEP has done a thorough and extensive review of the application and determined that it meets 
the regulatory requirements for approval.” 

 

The Phase III expansion modification issued by DEP contains specific conditions that are pro-
tective of public health, safety, and the environment. The permit also contains conditions to en-
sure that the benefits KSL is to provide to the local community are realized. 

 

Keystone filed its original expansion application in April 2014. During the review process, DEP 
hosted two public meetings, one in February of 2015 at Dunmore High School and a second in 
June of 2015, at Mid-Valley High School, to answer questions from the public about the permit 
application. DEP also hosted a public hearing in July 2016 to take questions from residents 
about the application. Throughout its review, DEP has accepted and considered approximately 
1,500 comments regarding the expansion and has prepared a comment/response document ad-
dressing these comments. 

 

In April 2015, DEP hosted a public meeting and an open house with the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) to 
listen to resident’s concerns about the effects the landfill and its expansion could have on their 
health. In 2016, the DOH, in conjunction with DEP and ATSDR, began a public health assess-
ment to address concerns regarding the potential health impacts related to the operation of KSL 
in close proximity to the Boroughs of Dunmore and Throop. The study began in January of 2016 
and continued through April 2016, during which time air quality sampling by DEP and analysis 
by DOH and ATSDR was conducted. In January 2018, all three agencies held a public meeting 
to share the results of the study with residents.  In April 2019, DOH issued a final Health Consul-
tation Report in response to the community’s concerns about harmful environmental exposures 
from the landfill. The report concluded that no long-term public health risk exists for residents 
living near the landfill. However, the Department of Health made several recommendations and 
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DEP has developed several special conditions to include in the Phase III expansion approval 
directly related to recommendations. 

 

In the first part of the review of the application, DEP reviewed the impacts, in terms of harms or 
benefits, the expansion could have. In July 2019, DEP approved the Environmental Assess-
ment (EA) and determined that “the benefits of the proposed expansion outweighed the known 
harms.” 

 

In April 2020, DEP began its technical review of Keystone’s permit application. As part of that 
review, two deficiency letters were sent, and Keystone responded to both. The information con-
tained in these responses allowed DEP to make its final decision to issue the major modifica-
tion. 

 

Simultaneous with this permitting action, the Wolf administration is working with the General 
Assembly to propose an amendment to the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Act to require the agreement of host municipalities prior to the approval of future ma-
jor waste facility expansions. Under existing law, municipalities are authorized to negotiate 
agreements for a host fee to be paid to the municipality. 

 

A copy of Keystone Landfill’s expansion approval, including the comment/response document, 
can be found on DEP’s Northeast Regional Office Community Information 
Page:  https://www.dep.pa.gov/About/Regional/Northeast-Regional-
Office/Community%20Information/Pages/Keystone%20Landfill%20Expansion.aspx 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced that it has exe-
cuted a consent assessment of civil penalty (CACP) with Olympus Energy, LLC for erosion 
and sedimentation violations that occurred in 2019 at the operator’s Plutus well pad and Ceto 
tank pad located in Elizabeth Township, Allegheny County. DEP assessed and collected a 
$175,000 civil penalty.  

 

On March 22, 2019, during construction of the site, sediment laden water flowed past erosion 
and sedimentation control best management practices (BMPs), outside the permitted limit of 
earth disturbance, and into an unnamed tributary to the Youghiogheny River. Numerous ero-
sion and sedimentation BMPs were improperly implemented and/or maintained and some 
BMPs were not constructed in accordance with the operator’s erosion and sedimentation con-
trol general permit authorization for earth disturbance associated with oil and gas exploration, 
production, processing, or treatment operations or transmission facilities (ESCGP-2).  

 

On several occasions from April 2019 to September 2019, areas of the site were not temporar-
ily stabilized, additional erosion and sedimentation BMP failures caused accelerated erosion 
and sedimentation on the site, sediment from the site was deposited outside the permit bound-
ary, and sediment laden water overtopped a BMP and entered an unnamed tributary to the 
Youghiogheny River. Additionally, some required signage was missing, and some signage in-
stalled at the site did not contain all the required information.  

 

During this same timeframe, Olympus removed sediment and repaired or replaced the site’s 
erosion and sedimentation BMPs that were not functioning as required. On March 16, 2020, 
DEP approved a modification to the Plutus ESCGP-2 allowing Olympus to complete the re-
maining repairs at the site. As of June 16, 2020, all work was finished in accordance with the 
modified permit, and DEP found that all violations had been corrected.  

 

Olympus has paid a $175,000 civil penalty into the Oil and Gas Program Fund.  

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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Alliant Techsystems Operations LLC will pay a $350,000 penalty to settle several alleged envi-
ronmental violations at the U.S. Navy-owned Allegany Ballistics Laboratory in Keyser, West 
Virginia. 

Alliant Techsystems, a subsidiary of the Northrup Grumman Corporation, operates the labora-
tory under a lease with the Navy. There, Alliant Techsystems manufactures military products 
that include solid fuel rocket motors, explosive warheads, solid fuels and propellants. 

The cited violations were related to hazardous waste storage and treatment operations, the 
facility’s Clean Air Act permit, water discharge requirements under the facility’s National Pollu-
tion Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, and the facility’s Spill Prevention Control 
and Countermeasures Plan. 

The company allegedly violated the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), the 
federal law governing the treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. The goal of 
RCRA is to protect public health and the environment, and avoid long and extensive cleanups, 
by requiring the safe, environmentally sound storage and disposal of hazardous waste. 

RCRA violations included: 

· Failure to make proper waste determinations. 

· Failure to conduct weekly container storage area inspections. 

· Amending a facility contingency plan. 

· Transferring hazardous waste from a container in poor condition. 

· Failure to maintain records of waste analyses. 

The company also allegedly failed to construct, maintain, and operate the facility’s open burn-
ing grounds to minimize the release of hazardous waste. 

Alleged Clean Air Act Title V Permit violations included: 

· Failure to conduct emission observations. 

· Failure to comply with air conditioning and refrigeration unit leak calculation and repair 
requirements. 

· Failure to conduct sulfur dioxide emission calculations and sulfur dioxide weight emis-
sion testing for a coal-fired boiler. 

· Failure to submit a timely report to the state after burning coal with an excess sulfur 
content. 

 

                                                (continued on page 21) 
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Alleged NPDES violations included failure to conduct properly monitor perchlorate levels. 

Alleged Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan violations included failure to 
amend the plan to reflect changes in operations. 

Along with the $350,000 penalty, Alliant Techsystems must ensure it is in full compliance with 
state and federal environmental requirements. Part of this includes: 

· Submitting proposed RCRA permit modifications to the West Virginia Department of En-
vironmental Protection (WVDEP). 

· Obtaining WVDEP approval on proposed changes to the facility’s waste analysis plan. 

· Making construction modifications to the open burn pads to prevent hazardous waste 
contaminated stormwater runoff from migrating to adjacent soil, surface water, ground 
water and/or the subsurface environment. 

For more information on RCRA regulations, visit: https://www.epa.gov/rcra/resource-

conservation-and-recovery-act-rcra-regulations 

For more information on operating permits operated under Title V of the Clean Air Act, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/title-v-operating-permits 

For more information on NPDES permitting requirements, visit: https://www.epa.gov/npdes 

Source: U.S. EPA 


